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another, so as to contribute to their mutual
tion. The earth itself, with its rocks and
ores and its salts, owes its origin and continuance to
the elements. The trees, plants, herbs, and all the
vegetables, draw their subsistence from the earth;
.while the animals, in their turn, feed upon the
vegetables. The earth gives nourishment to the plant;
the plant is food for the insect, the insect for the bird,
the bird for wild beasts; and in rotation the wild
beasts become the prey of the vulture, the vulture of
the insect, the insect of the plant, and the plant of
the earth. Even man, who endeavours to turn all
these things to his own use, becomes himself their
prey.

2. Such is the circle in which all things here
take their course, that all beings were created for one
another. Tigers, lynxes, bears, and a number of other
animals provide us with skins and furs to cover us;
dogs pursue the hare and the stag, to furnish our
tables; the terrier drives the rabbit from its deepest
recesses into our snares; the horse, the elephant, and
the camel are trained to carry burdens, and the ox to'
draw the plough; the cow gives us milk, the sheep
gives wool; the reindeer make the sledges fly over snow
and ice; the hawk serves us in fowling, and the hen
gives us eggs; the cock wakes us early in the morn-
ing, and the lark amuses us with its song in the
daytime; the whistling note of the blackbird is heard
from morning till evening, and then the melodious
warbling of the nightingale is charming to the ear.
The sporting lambs, the playful calf, the innocent